Broward County

CENTRAL AREA ADVISORY GENERAL MEETING
SAF Chair Action Items
11/03/11
The following is a list of topics affecting central area schools and communities. The following topics were compiled from recent Parent Involvement Task Force public forums, Innovation Zone, DAC, and CAA meetings. PLEASE NOTE: If you have trouble accessing the links in this document, please copy and paste the address in your browser to be taken to the webpage.
	General Topic Area
	Specific Related Issues/Suggestions
	Action

	
	
	
	
	
	

	1. Fundraising for Technology
	Issue: Lack of technology funding for schools has led individual school districts and schools to start raising their own money
	Review/research issue as it relates to your school and present Suggestions to your school.

	2. 
	Suggestions:

a. Banners (district needs to communicate policies): Schools sell and display banners promoting business partners

b. Boxtops - partner with cities. Ex. City of Hollywood: http://www.hollywoodfl.org/volunteer/pdf/VolunteerNews082011.pdf. 

c. Send your sales tax to school program - See Sheridan VoTech website under “NEWS” for FAQ, Fact Sheet, and press release at http://www.sheridantechnical.com/Default.aspx?tabid=313. Please note: businesses appear to be contributing to the Broward County School District, not an individual school

	

	3. Enrichment Programs
	Issue: Lack of funding for the arts has led some schools to find other ways of offering the arts to students 

· Free vs. For a fee

· Making enrichment programs available to ALL students
	For more information, contact steering committee members Marli Hayes at marlihayes@bellsouth.net or Meredith Kroll at  mermaidkroll@aol.com 

	4. 
	Suggestions:


	

	5. Digital Divide
	Issue: Broward County school system currently has supplemental and required online learning components, but not all BCPS students have access to an online learning environment. In the 21st century, students without access to online learning will be at a competitive disadvantage.

· Need to identify the number of students who lack computers and hi-speed internet access at home and develop a plan for bridging the divide
· Need a reliable method for identifying those students who lack computers and hi-speed internet access at home
	Identify the most reliable mandatory, paper-based method for identifying and counting those students who lack computers and hi-speed internet access at your school—or identify some equally reliable method of accomplishing the same objective
Develop ideas for bridging the digital divide at your school

	6. 
	Suggestions:

Poll students to find out which students do not have computers and hi-speed internet access at home. Given the nature of this issue, a mandatory, paper-based survey would ensure the highest rate of response.
a. Identify ways to either provide computers and hi-speed internet access at home or in locations in close proximity to their homes

b. Provide refurbished computers to students who need computers

c. Assist families without computers and high speed internet access in determining whether they qualify for the Comcast program

	

	7. Marketing Your Schools
	Issue: Two marketing efforts are currently affecting central area schools.  

· Website initiative – schools may opt to use a website template developed for the district. Template is an attempt to standardize the appearance of school websites. Part of the plan is to sell advertising space on school websites.  See examples of schools using template at http://www.schoolwebsitesolutions.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=65&Itemid=112. The contract between Broward County Schools and School Website Solutions is available at http://eagenda3.broward.k12.fl.us/cgi-bin/WebObjects/eAgenda.woa/wo/2.0.7.1.3.0.1.7.3.9.0.1.3.1.0.0.0.0. PLEASE NOTE: You’ll need to type “school website solutions” into the search box, click “GO,” then click the link to the RFP supporting documentation.
· Brochures – all central area schools have been asked to develop brochures highlighting their school. Deadline to submit brochure drafts coincides with the November election of school board chair and vice chair, since school board member names are required to be on the brochures.
	Research and answer the following:

Determine the current status of your school’s website--is your school using the district template? Would your school benefit from using the template? Is the current website effective at keeping parents engaged and informed? Would a different template be a better fit for your school?
Determine the current status of your school’s brochure. 

As the target audience of any school’s marketing efforts, did the development of both the website and brochure include parental input?

For more information, contact steering committee member Dr. Nathalie Lynch-Walsh at nlynch-walsh@att.net 



	8. 
	Suggestions:

Schools could create a marketing committee comprised of parents, teachers, and administrators to ensure the school’s marketing efforts are as effective as possible, and that parents (the target audience) are included in the process.
	

	9. ESE Resources
	Issue: School websites lack sufficient resources for parents of ESE students
	Develop ESE webpage content wish list with SAC ESE reps, ESE specialists, principals, etc. before next CAA meeting

CAA Steering to advise SAF chairs of next step in development process (how to complete compilation, collaboration, and coordination process to ensure a comprehensive, consistent set of resources)


	10. 
	Suggestions:

a. Schools with significant ESE populations may want to have a tab or home page link to resources

b. At a minimum, ALL schools should have an ESE page within their websites with resources that are of use to parents of ESE students
	

	11. 2012 – 2013 School Calendar Options
	Issue: Proposed Calendar Options for 2012-2013 school year
	See BCPS home page or go to http://www.browardschools.com/press/2012-13calendars.htm. Includes e-mail address to provide input 
Ask principal to forward link to all school e-mail groups to encourage parental involvement in process


	c. 
	Suggestions:

There are four different proposed calendars, each with its own pros and cons
	

	School Boundary Process
	Issue: 2012-2013 Boundary Process is currently underway. The Boundary Department presented 28 boundary proposals to the Broward County School Board and Superintendent. Most community-driven proposals were presented to the board as not meeting the considerations put forth by the boundary department.

2011-2012 Adopted School Boundary Choice Areas and Transportation Review of Existing Choice Areas. Boundary process includes making decisions affecting school choice areas.

Important upcoming dates: 

· 11/15/11: Regular School Board Meeting to vote on schools included in the boundary process

· 11/28/11 Superintendent’s Initial Boundary Recommendations
	Learn more about the boundary process. See BCPS boundary department website at http://www.broward.k12.fl.us/schoolboundaries/index.shtml for process timeline. 

Click on “Community” tab to see community-generated proposals. Click on “Presentations” tab to see Boundary Department presentation from 10/25/11 workshop. See backup page 112 and 113 for choice areas under review

Ask principal to forward link to all school e-mail groups to encourage parental involvement in process


	
	Suggestions: The School Boundaries Department needs to improve its efforts to involve the community in the annual boundary process
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